
 � By Julia Evans

THE FENDALTON, Waimairi 

and Harewood wards are putting 

$100 million into the city’s rates 

fund.
That’s more than a fifth of 

the total $497 million the city 

council collected in rates for the 

2016/17 year.
But Fendalton-Waimairi-

Harewood Community 
Board deputy chairman Sam 

MacDonald says the $100 million 

doesn’t always match the level of 

service local ratepayers get.
Mr MacDonald, an accountant, 

has done a fifnancial exercise on 

the rates people in the wards pay.

“I wanted to get it particularly 

in the lead up to the Long Term 

Plan so we can advocate for 

things like getting our roads 

fifxed and getting the basics 

covered,” he said.
Mr MacDonald said although 

the wards put a “high” amount 

of money into the city council’s 

rates fund, residents aren’t 
always getting things like good 

roading, clean water and rubbish 

collected.
“We can say this is how much 

we pay into the kitty so it should 

translate . . . service shouldn’t 

waver,” he said. On top of that, 

there are the larger projects such 

as the new Fendalton pump 

house or regenerating Bishopdale 

which also need to be lobbied for.

“The essential point of local 

government is to deal with basic 

things like water, road repairs 

and collecting rubbish,” he said. 

“We’ve got to get the basics 

right and I don’t think we 
always are . . . there are always 

improvements that could be 

made,” he said.
  
•Turn to page 8

$100m in rates: Do you 

get your money’s worth?

Study shows what 

north-west  
residents are paying 

FIX IT: Community board deputy chairman Sam MacDonald said residents in his wards should 

have the basics covered like roading, considering they have paid $100 million rates. 
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DEPARTS: LYTTELTON QUAIL ISLAND

Oct – Apr 10.20am 3.30pm 

Dec – Feb 10.20am & 12.20pm 12.30pm & 3.30pm

FARE: adult $30 child $15 return

CRUISES
LYTTELTON & AKAROA0800 436 574

www.blackcat.co.nz

Discover walking tracks, native birds, 

penguins, the swimming beach and

shipwrecks, all on the island that’s

only 15 minutes from Christchurch!

Island 

Time!
Picnic,

it
’ s

Pack a

Start Exploring

Otamahua/Quail Island today!

Ph 377 0770,     

330 Cashel St, 

Christchurch

Restore your oiled CEDAR BLINDS with our re-oiling service. 

 Rejuvenate your lacquered CEDAR BLINDS 

 High-tech Cleaning 
We clean and repair all types of blinds – 

Venetians, Cedar, Verticals, Roller, Hollands, 

Romans and Pleated – with environmentally 

friendly cleaning products. 

 Temperature Controlled Drying

 Re-oiling & Rejuvenating

 Fabric Blinds - such as Austrian and Roman

 Same Day Pick Up & Drop Off

We offer a same-day, pick up and drop off 

service for most types of blinds. Bookings 

are required.

 Convenient Location
Drop blinds into us by 9am, at 

330 Cashel Street (near the 

Fitzgerald end), and collect 

them at the end of the day. 

 New Blind Sales Priced from $30

WE ARE OPEN  
Mon - Fri   

7.30am to 5.00pm

Roller Blinds cleaned

from as little as $20

per blind

www.blindcare.co.nz SCAN QR code for Info >

BLINDS...Cleaned, Repaired & Restored...
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Time for salsa
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Connecting Your Local Community

Contact Lisa on 021 800 809

Talk to over 10,000 visitors in 3 days
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Celebration time for youngswimmers

Pre-school mural delightschildren

 � By Bea Gooding
THE CENTRAL Riccarton Residents’ Association believes the city council needs to be more transparent if it was 

responsible for any delays to construction projects.Construction on the new South Express Cycleway in Riccarton started last year, but shortly after works on 

Elizabeth St began, the tools were put down again for two months.
A letter to residents from the city council informed them the project would be 

delayed in spite of construction starting as it did not obtain the archaeological authority required beforehand.
• Turn to page 5

TRANSPARENCY: A visualisation of Elizabeth St and Division St, which will be re-aligned to make room for a cycleway 

in both directions.                                IMAGE: CITY COUNCIL  
Transparency called for over cycleway work

 � By Bea GoodingA SURGE in petty crime across suburbs in the north and west has prompted more community patrols and the establishment of an anti-crime initiative.Stolen vehicles, car and house break-ins, or graffiti are just some of the problems residents say have increased in St Albans and Edge-ware in recent weeks.St Albans Residents’ Association chairman Jason Harvey has noticed an influx of posts about crime in neighbourhood groups on Facebook, like the St Albans – Christchurch Community Group.Places like empty building sites in St Albans were a magnet for trouble, he said.“There’s been a lot of posts about things getting stolen, vehicle break-ins, even house break-ins.
“It’s really good news that the community patrol is taking that proactive approach.”• Turn to page 4

Initiative set up  
to beat  
petty 
crime

Tariq Kundan0800 700 111tariq@mikepero.com
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GIVE THE GIFT OF BLOOD - COSTS NOTHING! PAY IF FORWARD.

Wednesday 14 April3:00pm – 6:30pm

Bishopdale Reformed Church
90 Highsted Road

Donate an hour of your time  to help save a life.NEXT BLOOD DRIVE

GIVE THE GIFT OF BLOOD - COSTS NOTHING! PAY IF FORWARD.

Wednesday 14 April3:00pm – 6:30pm

Bishopdale Reformed Church
90 Highsted Road

Donate an hour of your time  to help save a life.NEXT BLOOD DRIVE
Connecting your 
community every 
Thursday
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